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The prodigal son
Ask: Have you ever been in trouble with your parents?  What did you do?  What did they do?

Ask: Do your parents still love you?
Say: Today we have a story that Jesus told, about a boy who did something really bad.
Bible Story 
Sing Songs

Ask: If someone broke half of your toys and then came back and wanted to be your friend, how would you feel?
Say: Put your hand up if you have a pet
Ask: Has your pet ever done something bad?

Ask: Did you still love your pet?
Say: God loves us so much, that no matter how much you stuff up He still loves you.  Just like your parents love you, and just like you love your pets.
Return to tables


Memory Verse: Fill in the blanks and then say the memory verse on the colouring page.
Say: This term we are going to make photo book called "Jesus and Me" 
Craft:
· Take a photo of each child getting a hug – start them printing.
· Handout a piece of card each
· Glue or tape child's photo in one corner
· Glue or tape the three cards in the other corners
· Cut arrows from coloured paper and attach
Discuss the following depending on age, interest and time: 

Have you ever been away from home?  How did your parents welcome you back?

Have you ever done something that upset your parents?

Have your pets ever done something bad?  How did you feel?

Imagine how the father felt

Imagine how God feels when we make bad choices

How do you know your parents love you?

How do we know that God loves us?

Why do you think the father let his son go?  What might have happened if he had refused?

Imagine how the older brother felt.  Have you ever felt this way?

Say: God loves us more than we can imagine – more than our parents love us – more than we love our pets.  He loved us so much that He sent Jesus to die for us.  The father was overjoyed when his son came home.  Last week the shepherd was overjoyed when he found his sheep, the woman was happy when she found her coin.  God and all the angels are happy when a sinner turns back to God.

Finish with prayer at each table: Pray and thank God that He is always willing to forgive us when we ask and to take us to heaven.
